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DETAILED ACTION 
Status of the Claims 

In response to the applicant's amendments received 05/05/06, claims 1-29, 
35-75,77,80,81,88,90-93 and 95-99 have been cancelled and an examination of 
pending claims 30-34,76,78,79,82-87,89,94 and 100-145 follows. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The text of those sections of Title 35, U.S. Code not included in this action can 
be found in a prior Office action. 

Claims 76,78,100-108,116-120,134-136 and 137 stand rejected under 35 
U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by US Patent #5,277,512 to DWILLIES. In reference 
to claims 76,100, DWILLIES discloses the use of a post and beam furniture system for 
partitioning open including a plurality of overhead beams (10), each having opposite 
ends; a plurality of vertical posts (12), each having a lower portion thereof adapted to be 
abuttingly supported in a freestanding fashion on a floor surface of the open office 
space in a laterally spaced apart relationship, and an upper portion thereof operably 
connected with the opposite ends of said overhead beams (10) to support said beams 
(10) at a predetermined elevation above average user height; at least one of said posts 
having an X-shaped plan (see figure 14E) configuration defining four mutually 
perpendicular, outwardly extending flanges (F), each of which has an end face (EF) with 
a single T-shaped vertical slot (T) extending centrally there along; at least one of said 
posts (12) having a Y-shaped plan configuration (see figure 14D) defining three 
regularly spaced apart, outwardly extending flanges (F2), each of which has an end 
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face (EF2) with a single T-shaped vertical slot (T2) extending centrally there along 
(Column 8, lines 57-65); and a plurality of beam-to-post connectors (14,50) attached to 
the opposite ends of said beams, and detachably retained in said slot (T,T2) of aligned 
pairs of said flanges (F.F2) on said posts (12) to support said beams (10) on said posts 



(12) at said predetermined elevation. DWILLIES further includes at least one partition 
accessory (91) having a mount (92) that is detachably retained in the slots (T,T2). 
Regarding claims 78 and 135, as seen in figures 13 and 14A-E, the beams (10) 
includes opposite end faces (EF.EF2) having the T-slots (T,T2); wherein, each of the 
slots (T,T2) are generally similar in shape and size to receive the accessory (91 ) 
therein. In further reference to claims 100 and 134, the vertical posts (12) of DWILLIES 
has a "cruciform" shape having a central portion (CP) with four of the flanges (F); 
wherein, the end face (EF) of the flange (F) is flat and mates flush with the end face of 
the beam (10), see figure 1 ; and the beam-to-post connector (14,50) includes a first 
portion (56) and a second portion (52). Regarding claims 101 ,134 and 135, the 
partition accessory (91) that is "configured" to equip the system for users is capable of 
being detachably retained at a variety of orientations along the length of the post. In 
reference to claim 102, the beam (10) has a longitudinal slot (22) similar to the slots 
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(T,T2) formed in the flanges (F) of the posts (12). In reference to claims 
103,104,116,117,136 and 137, the different variations of beams (10), as detailed by 
DWILLIES, allows for slots (22) to have a first slot (40) and a second slot (38) extending 
centrally along an uppermost or a lowermost portion of the beam (10), column 8, line 
57-column 9, line 2, such that the first portion (56) of the beam-to-post connectors 
(14,50) reside in the second slot (38). In reference to claims 105,106,107 and 118, the 
embodiment of beams (10), as detailed in figures (14d and e) each; respectively, has 
either three or four slots (22) of a 'T-shaped" configuration that is shaped to receive the 
"T-shaped" connectors (14,50). Regarding claims 108,109,119 and 120, the central 
portion (CP) is in figure (14e) is square and the flanges (F) protrude from the central 
portion (CP) in a manner to define generally triangular shapes (TS), see above. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The text of those sections of Title 35, U.S. Code not included in this action can 
be found in a prior Office action. 

Claims 123-131,140-143 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over US Patent #5,277,512 to DWILLIES. Regarding claims 123 and 140, 
DWILLIES discloses the use of a post and beam furniture system for partitioning open 
including a plurality of overhead beams (10), each having opposite ends; a plurality of 
vertical posts (12), each having a lower portion thereof adapted to be abuttingly 
supported in a freestanding fashion on a floor surface of the open office space in a 
laterally spaced apart relationship, and an upper portion thereof operably connected 
with the opposite ends of said overhead beams (10) to support said beams (10) at a 
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predetermined elevation above average user height; at least one of said posts having 
an X-shaped plan (see figure 14E) configuration defining four mutually perpendicular, 
outwardly extending flanges (F), each of which has an end face (EF) with a single 
T-shaped vertical slot (T) extending centrally there along; at least one of said posts (12) 
having a Y-shaped plan configuration (see figure 14D) defining three regularly spaced 
apart, outwardly extending flanges (F2), each of which has an end face (EF2) with a 
single T-shaped vertical slot (T2) extending centrally there along (Column 8, lines 57- 
65); and a plurality of beam-to-post connectors (14,50) attached to the opposite ends of 
said beams, and detachably retained in said slot (T.T2) of aligned pairs of said flanges 


(F,F2) on said posts (12) to support said beams (10) on said posts (12) at said 
predetermined elevation. DWILLIES discloses the basic claimed system except for 
explicitly detailing that the flanges of his beams/posts extend at 120 degrees. Hence, 
considering the wide variety of beam/post members, DWILLIES details angles of 90,135 
and 180 degrees, he does not specifically detail 120 degrees. It would have been 
obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to 
select the angle of degree that the flange extends from the central member, as an 
obvious matter of design choice. Regarding claims 124,125 and 141, DWILLIES 



Of 
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further includes at least one partition accessory (91) having a mount (92) that is 
detachably retained in the slots (T.T2); wherein the partition accessory (91) that is 
"configured" to equip the system for users is capable of being detachably retained at a 
variety of orientations along the length of the post. In reference to claims 126-127,142 
and 143, the different variations of beams (10), as detailed by DWILLIES, allows for 
slots (22) to have a first slot (40) and a second slot (38) extending centrally along an 
uppermost or a lowermost portion of the beam (10), column 8, line 57-column 9, line 2, 
such that the first portion (56) of the beam-to-post connectors (14,50) reside in the 
second slot (38). In reference to claims 128-130, the embodiment of beams (10), as 
detailed in figures (14d and e) each; respectively, has either three or four slots (22) of a 
"T-shaped" configuration that is shaped to receive the "T-shaped" connectors (14,50). 
Regarding claim 131, the central portion (CP) is in figure (14e) is square and the flanges 
(F) protrude from the central portion (CP) in a manner to define generally triangular 
shapes (TS), see above. 

Allowable Subject Matter 

Claims 30-34,79,82-87,89,94 remain as being allowed. 

Claims 110-115,121,122,132,133,138,139,144 and 145 are objected to as being 
dependent upon a rejected base claim, but would be allowable if rewritten in 
independent form including all of the limitations of the base claim and any intervening 
claims. 


Application/Control Number: 09/800,006 Page 7 

Art Unit: 3635 

Response to Arguments 

Applicant's arguments filed 05/05/06 have been fully considered but they are not 
persuasive. 

In response to applicant's argument that the system of DWILLIES is not intended 
for partitioning open office space, a recitation of the intended use of the claimed 
invention must result in a structural difference between the claimed invention and the 
prior art in order to patentably distinguish the claimed invention from the prior art. If the 
prior art structure is capable of performing the intended use, then it meets the claim. 

Regarding the applicant's argument that DWILLIES does not disclose the use of 
"overhead beams" as expressly set forth in the claims, the claims merely call for an 
overhead beam that is "operably" connected to an upper portion of a vertical post. 
Clearly, the overhead beams (10) of DWILLIES are connected to an upper portion of the 
vertical post (12), as seen in figure 1. 

In reference to the applicant's argument that DWILLIES does not detail the use of 
a post having an "X" or "Y" shaped configuration, and that the shapes of the posts of 
DWILLIES are square and triangular; as shown below, the posts (12) of DWILLIES, 
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FIG. WD 

although not explicitly disclosed, are clearly "configured" as having "X" and "Y" shapes. 
No where does the DWILLIES patent refer to his post shapes as being "square" or 
"triangular". 

Regarding the applicant's argument that DWILLIES does not disclose the use of 
a partition accessory "configured" to equip the system for users, DWILLIES surely 
details the use of a partition accessory (91) having a mount (98) "configured" for use 
with a shelf, column 7, lines 10-26. Mount (92) is designed for insertion into and 
removal out of element (84) and peg (98) receives a shelf (not shown); thereby, allowing 
the system to be "user" friendly. 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Yvonne M. Horton whose telephone number is (571) 
272-6845. The examiner can normally be reached on 6:30 am - 3:00 pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Carl D. Friedman can be reached on (571) 272-6842. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703- 
872-9306. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). M 



